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FOREWORD"

Sanskrit was for centuries not merely the learned
tongue, but the language of inter-provincial communi-
cation throughout India. Tt is still the vehicle for oral
discussions at centres of learning. A scholar from
Mysore converses with his confrere from Benares in
Sanskrit. There are still hundreds of thousands of
persons engaged in the study of Sanskrit language and
literature, and it is far from being a dead language.
Even to-day journals and periodicals in Sanskrit are
published and have good circulation. Original books
are still written in it. Quite an appreciable number
of women in the past acquired deep learning and even
at the present day we have women scholars whose
attainments arouse profound admiration. Pandita
Kshamabai is one of them. She is not merely a great
scholar of Sanskrit. She has drunk deep at the
fountains of European learning ; she is a distinguished
linguist and has travelled much in the domains of
English, French, and Italian literature ; she has written
extensively and exquisitely in English. It is grati-
fying that, true to the traditions of her family, she
is keeping the torch of Sanskrit learning burning
bright. Her earlier work, the Satyagraha Gita, was
widely welcomed by men of letters. In the present

book she has selected as her subject the life and work
of Mira.

Mira is one of the most fascinating figures in
Indian legend and history. Born in a noble family,
married to a noble prince, she was so engrossed in
contemplation of the divine cowherd of Mathura,
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so rapt in meditation of Girdhara and of Gopal,
so lost to all worldly desires, that she became a prob-
lem to her family. She used to visit Krishna’s shrine
at Chitor, at all hours of the day and night, sing songs
of devotion, dance in ecstasy, and forget herself and
her surroundings and all that pertained to the material
universe. She is a unique figure, of imagination,
romance and devotion all compact.

-Itis of this person that Kshamadevi writes, and
writes with such charm and insight as to make her live
again in these pages. The verses are adorned with
numerous figures of speech; everyone of them 1is
characterised by learning and acquaintance with the
niceties of rhetoric. She has an admirable command
of language and uses several metres with skill.
But what impresses one most is the poetic excellence
of verses. They have imagination and vivid power of
description. There is clear delineation of character.
The combination of learning and poetic grace reminds
one of Magha.

It 1s not necessary in these brief lines to do more
than draw attention to some of the more attractive
lines that will, one trusts, tempt the reader to read the
whole book. T have utilised Kshamadevi's own English
rendering of the verses:

3R 1 @S Al |/ 9 ane qqQ
STAEET 3ATEGH ®F 3 G20 |
g Estadt sdgr ar g
gsgee Ufufied ®I9: qeg: 9IRS q It
qOEr 9T A [ aey: i?rtrar
- q A wrEa ) RS e fel |
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AgT ARRRE 59 77 fw as -
WA A9 I A9 T3 ME qgreA 7 W
(“Child!” “Father!” «“Give up this delusion”,
“What do you regard as delusion?’’ “Your attachment
to that which should be shunned’”. “Is the worship
of Krishna to be shunned’? “Attachment to idols
brings endless misery”. “But it is the source of
happiness to me’’. Seck happiness in the pusltlon ‘of
the mistress of the household”. “How can that be
attained?”’ “ By pleasing your husband’”. “In what
manner ¢ “By serving him”’. “How?” “Do what is
good and that will bring happiness’’. ¢“Father, are
faith and devotion not really the ultimatc means of
obtaining happiness 7" “Yes, cherish them always’’.

‘“Father, they arc already deeply cherished by me ".)

“ared MEARE Il [ oS Aatyd
qrd s fF Raffesagara |

Frfva gafy frg Sty afia:
ERE I ﬁéﬁaﬁﬁr!ﬂnﬁﬁﬁ? i

(Can the white lily lose 1ts white radiance because it is
rooted in mud? Do the Himalayas lose in grandeur
because they are covered over with snow? Does a
diamond lose its brilliance because it is stained with
clod? What wonder, then, if Mira retains her faith
despite the threats of her elders?)

“gezafls & 9 AW F T W 9 F Jniaas
qUTH F GINTEHSGT Hed F weqoay |
% TMRYE qA5Tq« TARAG HA
T4 FtyaSaat uaq: s aoe )

( Contrast royal splendour and the fatigue of the road,
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the comforts of a palace and the hardships of the
forest; dainty morsels in plates of gold and the alms
dropped in a begging bowl, a feather bed and the
roadside stones. But to a person of determination
mountains of hardship are mere straws ). |

These verses show the grace of style, the elegance
of expression, the command over metrical form, the
vividness of imagination, the sympathetic understan-
ding of Mira’s character which are the distinguishing
features of this truly remarkable book.

Allahabad } AMARANATHA JHA.

Aprd 8, 1914
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MIRALAHARI
FIRST CANTO

1) There was once in the country of Malawa,abeautiful
city called Kurkhi. There, the golden dome of the palace
shone like the ornament on a woman’s bunch of hair, the
roads strewn with white fragrant flowers looked like the
pearl necklaces of a married woman, the lake with its clear
water covered with the pollen of lotuses was reminiscent of
a woman's picturesque garment of golden texture.

2) And Mira, descended from the noblest Kshatriya
family, bore all the auspicious marks on her body. From her
very childhood she showed a most wonderful fascination for
the ambrosia of Lord Krishna's name, and sanctified this city
by her birth as Girija, the Himalaya, and Sita, the clan of
Mithila by their inherent purity.

3) Looking at her with interest, the people of Kurkhi
made all sorts of conjectures as follows :

“What i1s it that shines here ? Is it the crescent moon?

“No, the moon has not such a lustre by day.”

“Could it be a white lotus creeper? No, it cannot be
that, because this kind of lotus blooms only at night.”

“Could it be a gold-embossed 1mage? No, for whence
such lively movements?”

4) In that town, reigned Mira’s father Ratnasingh,
the very occan of wealth,  He adhered strictly to the ethics of
the Kshatriya race, and always cherished his subjects as his
own children by giving them education, means of livelihood
and patronage. His greatness was heightened by having this
jewel of a daughter.

5) Then, one night as this little ginl of five years whose
face alrcady bore signs of future greatness, stood at a palace
window with her young companions, she saw a procession
moving slowly on the high road; 1t surrounded a golden palan-
quin amidst a blaze of hand-torches and was accompanied by a
band, playing superb instrumental music.



6) In that palanquin were seated a newly wedded bride
and a bridegroom smothered with garlands; these two who
hardly knew what marriage meant, had not yet passed their
adolescence; with their scared tender faces bent down by the

advice of their elders, they sat still and silent like a pair of
decked dolls.

7) It was the first time that Mira saw such a large crowd.
Her eyes wide with astonishment, she said to her mother :
“What's this, mother? Tell me.”
“A marriage procession, my child,”
“Where's my husband, mother?”
“He's here in this very house. Look!”

So saying, she pointed to Lord Krishna's image placed
in a corner.

8) “Has my marriage taken place, mother?”
“It took place some time ago.”
“Was there a large procession with the pomp of music?”
“Of course. There was a great pomp which gladdened
all the subjects.”
“Was [ sitting near my husband?”
“Why, of course, he is by your side now.”

9) “Mother, how should I serve my husband?”
“Child, by faith.”
“In the manner you serve father?”
“Ixactly.”
“What will happen if I serve him every day?”
“He will be pleased with you.”
“[f I never leave my husband, what will happen?”
“He too will never leave you.”

10) “How is it possible for an ignorant girl like me to serve

her husband well?"”

“By a sweet song, dance and a devotional recitation,

“But mother, my voice is hoarse.”

‘“‘You will soon be taught music.”

“But mother, I don't know even a letter.”

“Don’t worry, child, the very best pandits will give
you training.”
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11) Hearing her mother’s speech in detail, meant merely
to humour the child, Mira took it seriously as though it were a
preceptor’s advice, and placed faith in it with all her soul.
She lost all interest in what was going on outside and when

everyone there was engrossed, she, unnoticed by anyone,
went quietly near Lord Krishna’s image.

12) A short time elapsed. The royal consort, surrounded
by the ladies of the harem came to her daughter and was
surprised to see that the little girl's usual mood and manner had
completely changed. Her face, brightened with a peculiar
lustre, she was standing still as a picture in front of Lord
Krishna’s image and gazing at it long,

( What happened after some days)

13) Mira’s doll which she had mothered, now lay with
her dirty face crying in a corner; her hungry parrot was shrieking
“TFeed me at once, fecd me”. The cattle which she had always
fondled, were now desolat% and bellowed dolefully.

14) The bee is distressed to see the lotuses which were
once as lovely as Mira’s face, now fading away; the female
cuckoo mourned the disappearance of Mira’s dog which had
been trained by her to do many tricks; the deer is grieved at
not secing the parrot which imitated Mira’s voice. Wonderful

indeed is the bond of affection of living beings for their missing
protector.

15) The princess taught by great pandits, specially
proficient in Art and Literature, soon excelled great women
like Gargi and others in all the lores. In poetic compositions,
she surpassed the famous ancient poets, In singing and
dexterous dancing, she was equal to celestial damsels.

16) And now the princess, though used to royal comforts,
undergoes great hardship. Getting up alertly even before
sunrise, she stirs out and going to a quiet pond, plunges into
the clean cold water. Then, after the ablution, she returns
home, carrying herself a bowl of water for the pu)u,

17) After washing the image of the Lord, who was an
ornament of cowherds, she wranges His toilet with great

care by sprinkling numerous perfumes and oftering Him in
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worship golden ornaments, jewels, flower wreaths and other
things. Iinally, shec is completely lost in the stream of
nectar-like hymns of Lord Krishna.

18) As time elapsed, that image of the Lord became an
object of an unsatiated delight to her eyes; her daily rituals
were wondertul.  People who came to the king's palace were
thrilled and said “Such faith, such intensc devotion were
never seen before in a child.”

( At the end of the worship she prayed as follows: )

19) “My Lord! Protect me, my humble self. Thou art

my only shelter.  There is none but Thee who can protect me”.

Thus praving, she bowed down, and with a thrill

looked up at the Lord’s 1mage which seemed to smile.  This

moved her mtensely; tears flowed from her eves and fora

moment as though immersed in the ocean of cternal joy, she
looked dazzling,

20) Where indeed was the Iu€ury this princess had lived
in from her birth and where was a bare floor which was now
her bed? Where indeed was her tender body and where
such an extraordinary penance of hardship?  So great are the
impressions of the meritorious acquired in their previous birth
which without any training endow them with unflinching faith
and devotion,

21) “Could she be Yashodha hersell who has come to
carth out of motherly love for her child, Lord Krishna? Or
could she be Rukhmini eager to be near the king of Yadus
that has come ? Or could it be Radha, returned to carth to
enjov the oo« dance with Him?  Or is it some Gopi standing
in tront of Gopal to perform a dance?”

22) Thus conjecturing, the astounded people related
Mira's extraordimary story to others;  very soon it spread 1n
all dircetions. The nich and the poor alike believing that
even a ¢limpse would sanctify them, became cager to see her
as they would the digit of the new moon,

23)  Although he had heard about his daughter’s great
domgs, the king did not believe the story. And one day he
suddenly went to the harem to see lor himsclfs There, he
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saw his daughter squatted on a deer skin like a yoguni in front
of Lord Krishna’s image. She was meditating with a composed
mind on something indescribable, , :

24) Her meditation over, she did various auspicious
performances consisting of strange but sweet music and dance;
at the end of these, her voice was choked with tears of joy.
The king who had never seen such a sight in his life, just stood
staring at her. He was at a loss to know what it all meant.

( The king said to himself)

25) “Is my daughter possessed by wetals and other evil
spirits? Or is she being led astray by some wicked people to
serve their own cnds?  Oris she seized with some mental
delusion by some muisfortune ? Alack, ! alack ! this child will
soon perish if something remedial is not done at once.”

26) The king who was strictly martial and had no faith
in the worship of God, was greatly distressed and said to the
queen;

“What a disaster thrust on us by IFate! What could
be done now to our daughter, my wife?”

“Away with anxiety, my lord.”

“Ihink of some method to remedy this evil”, said
the king.

“I have alrcady got something in mind.”

27) “Then tell me what it 18.”

“Marriage alone can remove this strange obsession of
hers,”

“Put who on the face of this carth will marry this
silly oirl?”

“\Whoever deserves her.”

“Where can we find such a bridegroom?”

“That will be casy because our daughter 1s beautiful,”

“What 11 she still adheres to this 1dol?”

“No, no, she will devote herselt only to her lord and
master,”

28)  Thus assured by the tactful words of the queen who
was partial to her daughter, the king summoned his trustworthy
relations and said, “You know that our dear daughter has
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attained a martiageable age. Therefore, strive immediately to
find a bridegroom worthy of her.

29 ) At that time in the city of Chitor, there reigned a
king called Sangha, the best of kshatriyas of ever brilliant
fame; he was a terror to the whole crowd of haughty moghuls
as a tiger to a herd of deer; he patiently bore a burden of great
adversities but never bent his head before his enemies.

30) Fortunately, this king had a son Bhoj Raj who was
as brilliant as his father and had also defeated a host of cnemies
by his great valour; sceing that this youth was, by his noble
descent, character, youth and virtues, worthy of his daughter,
the king promised to give her to him in marriage.

351 ) Then, as arranged beforehand, on an auspicious day
of spring, delightful to the world, Mira’s daily ritual was distur-
bed by the noise of her bridal procession ; accompanied by the
sound of various musical instruments, it approached the king's
palace, scattering gold coins for the poor.

32) Iollowing the kshatriya custom, Ratan Singh cele-
brated the wedding, characterised by the presentation of swords
with a great pomp. After he had fed the Brahmans to their
hearts’ content, he said to Mira;

“You have been given away in marriage, my child,
Henceforth Bhoj Raj is your husband.”
33) “Will he come here, father 27
“He will not come here, child.”
“Am I then to live without him ?”’
“You yoursclf will soon go to your husband’s house
on a good day.”
“How can I live without my Lord’s image 2"
“You can take it with you if you like.”
“Then I shall go with pleasure.”
34 ) “Child !”
“Father !”
“Give up this delusion.”
“What 1s it you think is my delusion, father !”
“Your attachment to  w  thing which should be
shunned.”
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“How ? Is the worship of Lord Krishna to be
shunned ?” |

“Attachment to idols brings endless misery.”

“But to me it brings happiness.”

“You should seek happiness in the position of a
housewife.”

“How 1s that to be done ?”

“By pleasing your husband.”

35) “But by what means can that be attained ?”

“Serve your young lord.”

“What sort of a service ?”

“Do what's good and that will bring one happiness.”

“Iaith and devotion, father, are they not really the
two means of final happiness ?” |

“Yes, cherish your love for them.”

“Irather, that’s already deep in my heart.”

36) Then on a lovely day, as the newly married daughter
was about to go to her mother-in-law’s house, the queen embr-
aced the girl. But overcome with emotion, she could not speak
and remained silent for a moment. So Mira said to her
mother who had restrained her tears:

“Don’t cry, mother. Bestow this great love you have
for me on my dear companions.”

37 ) As King Sangha with the marriage party of all his
relations, the prince and the princess, happily entered his own
city with a great pomp, the bards sang; the palace ladies
showered on them grains of rice and flowers, and married
women in every house waved lights before them.

38 ) At the sight of Mira, the lotuses in the lake suddenly
looked faded : the swans on its bank lost their gait, and stood
apart with shame; the fish with their eyes contracted sank
deep into the water with dejection; the warbling of cuckoos
sounded harsh even in the month of chaitra,

39 ) Hardly had Mira entered the harem, when followed
a round of festivities. The good women of the palace gave
her rich presents; the mother-in-law and other relations
performed the ceremony ob putting rice mixed with Lumbkum
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on the foreheads of the son and the daughter-in-law. In midst
of all this bustle, the bride’s mind remained unaffected ; she
thought of nothing but the worship of Lord Krishna.

40) When all the great ceremonies were over, the queen
said to her daughter-in-law:

““Child, from today you are the Lakshmi, you are the
Gouri, you are the Saraswati of this home. Your beloved
husband will be the tuture king here. May you be the mother
of a valiant son.”

But Mira, whose mind was centred only on Lord
Krishna, though thus addressed, hardly heard anything at all,

( The following three s’lokas contain the conversation
between the queen and Mira ).

41) The queen, noticing the daughter-in-law’s absent.
mindedness, paused a moment, then said again ;

“Where is your mind gone to ?”

“It is always fixed on Lord Krishna.”

“You must always worship our own family Deity
only.”

“Who is that? Tell me.”

“That 1s Sri Durga who brings victory in the battlefield
and who is the sole S’vlte of the Kshatriya,”

42) “Mother, from my childhood I have always sought
shelter in Lord Krishna. On His lotus-like feet I have always
laid my head. There is no other Decity on carth that could
give such a great joy to my heart. As longasI live 1 will
only worship Him with the greatest devotion for He is the
dispeller of all fears.”

43) Hearing this speech of her daughter-in-law, the
“queen was greatly astonished and said again:

“Don’t be infatuated in vain with Krishna, a mere
man, You should worship only the Supreme Deity,”
“Dear mother-in-law, with the exception of this, 1
will submit to every thing. Ilorgive me. 1 cannot
break the sacred vow | have taken long ago.”

44) So saying in a choked voice, the daughter-in-law,
Mira, threw herself at the queen’s fect. Never having seen such



€ 9)

devotion before, the queen mother though pleased, showed
as though she were annoyed. And, being proud of her martial
race, she reproached the gl severely for being indifferent
to their family Deity, and thus violating the tenets of a
Kshatriya.

45) Mira, though scolded with very bitter and harsh
words, did not swerve from her path of faith and worship, being
as staunch as Gauri hersclf. Her husband’s low minded sister
called Uda, tried hard to convert Mira’s mind but failed in
her cfforts.

46 ) Can a white lily lose its whiteness although it always
remains in mire? Does the Himalava give up its grandeur
though smothered in snow?  Can a diamond, lose its brilliance
although stained with clod? Then, what wonder that Mira
did not stir from her faith in spite of the threats?

47) The queen said :
“The child 1s tired after all the ceremony as also after
a long journcy; so let her be taken at once to the beautiful
apartment intended for her.” So the chief woman of the harem,

hearing the queen’s command, quickly led the girl and her old
companion nurse towards the interior of the palace.

48) There, Mira washed herself in cold and scented
water, wore a yellow sarl and annointed with perfumes by her
maid and her hair decked with jewels, she placed the Lord’s
image in a very quict and beautitul place 1 the mterior of her
home; then, with a very much compoesed mind, she began her
worship of Lord Krishna.

49) The princess ate very moderately and slept only till
midnight. Rising from her bed and after cleaning herself, she
would go up to her terrace garden. There, after gathering
flowers and water for the puwjr, she would return to her apart-
ment. Then, quictly she would do her worship as before until
sunrise.

s0) Ier chanting the Lord's praises being finished, her
lotus like face beaming with a smile, she sang joylully with birds
to welcome the glory of the rising sun; later she would go with
her husband to her parents-in-law, bow to them respectfully and

y/
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receive their blessing. Then, she would spend the day in the
engrossing company of her girl friends.

51) Mira’'s old maid thought to herself with wonder thus :

“Here is this princess whose mind is free from all cares
but I reap the benefit, for I grow fat with happiness. She has
great devotion for the Lord but I am benefited because my
mind enjoys peace. Though she has entered her youth she is
void of passion, but I get the advantage—freedom from all
worries resulting from passion. Thus, it is she who makes hard
penance and I reap the fruit.

52) When Mira was thirteen, she was still innocent and
unsophisticated. One beautiful day in Spring, she attained
puberty. Not knowing the natural stages of woman’s body,
she became distressed. But the chief woman of the harem and
her old maid were overjoyed.

53) With the advent of spring, festivities were seen
everywhere on earth, and in the palace also was celebrated the
occasion of Mira’s attaining womanhood. Nature shone out
bright with blooming flowers and so did the princess here with
the first burst of youth. Lakes with lotuses in full bloom were a
charming sight and in the palace too were seen beautiful ladies
of the highest class busying themselves about the princess with
smiling faces; well dressed, handsome young men with joyous
and loving hearts scated their sweathearts on their laps and
set the swings in motion. Also in the palace were hung garlands
of fragrant flowers with excellent pollen, swinging 1n splendour.
Swarms of bees intoxicated were flitting about in forests and in
the palace also were secn men and women flushed with wine
strolling in the pleasure gardens. The princess looked as
beautiful asthegoddess of Spring herself.

54) Then, one day when the royal daughter-in-law Mira,
was bathed clean, the woman of the harem as instructed, quietly
announced to her the queen’s message:

“My child, the auspicious day of your nuptial has
been decided by astrologers. Blessed are you to be united with
your husband. May you be happy and famous like Gaun.”

55) Listening to the messenger, the princess remained
silent. Thinking that she was very shy, her maid was very
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much delighted and started to arrange carefully and cleverly
the bridal chamber in the girl’s inner apartment in such a
manner as would be conducive to her first love meeting.

56) Enriched with various wonderful and sweet perfumed
articles, and picturesque festoons, decorated with masses of
jasmines, champaks, mogras and other flowers, and with the
nuptial bed of swan feathers draped with a white covering, the
bridal chamber, shining with the lustre of jewels, looked like
cupid’s love grove.

57) On that auspicious day this great city decked with
varicgated coloured buntings looked beautiful and delighted.
All the Brahmans who were given plenty of money, filled the
town with the echo of their blessings; groups of citizens thrilled

by the strains of sweet music gathered round and just remained
spell bound.

58) That night the pleasure ground of the king was flood-
ed with the milky light of the full moon, so much so that the
relations and the learned guests forgot all about the then going
on festivity and mistaking the moonlight for an ocean of milk
for sport, were lost for a moment in a delightful delusion.

59) In the king’s garden most wonderful entertainments
were going on such as experts displaying fireworks, adventurous
magicians performing various magic feats, dancing girls dancing
and attendants sprinkling rose water of exquisite perfume.

6o) After a sumptuous feast, while all the relations and
friends sat enjoying themselves heartily, the prince's heart,
throbbed excessively by Love’s sharp arrows; while the prin-
cess Mira sat engrossed in deep meditation of the Lord. Her
maid, thinking of the strange incongruity of the two emotions
(love and detachment ) was intensely distressed.

61) Presently all the guests left. It was now midnight.
The entire world was wrapt in peaceful slumber, and tranqui-
lity reigned supreme everywhere. It was then, that the young
prince cagerly went to the moonlit nuptial chamber.  His heart
throbbing more and more, he was thrlled all over,

62) Seeing the bridal room cmpty, the young man felt
slightly dejected.  Then, thinking that his beloved was hiding
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somewhere playfully, he became all the more passionate and
searched for her everywhere, but in vain. Finaly, he entered
softly her chamber of worship.

63) There, he saw the princess sleeping on the bare floor
in front of Lord Krishna'simage. He was astounded and stood
stupefied for a moment. Thinking that she was pretending
to be asleep, he trembled and sweated all over; then, bending
over her gently, he kissed her face which was as bright as
the moon.

64) Mira was awakened by his touch as a lotus by the
sun’s rays. She sprang up immediately, fell at the prince’s feet
and said :

‘“IFrom my very childhood, Lord Krishna was chosen
by me as myv eternal Lord and Master. 1 have no other
husband in this world, therefore, oh Arya! IForgive me.”

6z) This was Spring time when the perfume of lotuses and
other flowers in full bloom was wafted everywhere. The
exquisite springtime glory was at its height; the lady Night
wearing a white apparel of moonlight, enjoyed her ecstatic joy
with her consort, the moon. And vet, Mira remained an
ascetic bride.  Her old maid wept tor her bitterly.

66) This news of Mira's attitude to the prince spread in
the king's palace.  The prince’s sister heard it. And intent on
sullying Mira's spotless character, she said to hin :

“There 1s no doubt that vour wife is carrying on
secretly with lovers at mght.  Drother, our noble familv will
soon perish. Thercfore, awalke!” .

67) The youth, his cars drunk with the poison of her
words, was trantic and exclaimed :

“Iict  Upon this daughter of a skunk for being
faithless to her husband. Iicupon her father Ratan Singh!
FFic upon my manhood!  IFic upon my father’s kingship!  Fic
upon our pride of allegiance to the Emperor! Mayv this sword
of mine embrace her wicked body touched by villains !

68) Sosaving, the young man accompanied by his sister,
went al midaizht to Mira's ap.atment with a sword in hand.
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He was burning with a blaze of fury. As Mira’s maid inter-
cepted, he threw her down; then, roaring like thunder and
foaming at the mouth, he reached immediately the entrance
to Mira’s worship room.

69 ) With a heavy heart, he stood at the door for
a moment and overheard the conversation with a man. This

confirmed his belief in his sister’s wicked words and bursting
with rage and thirsting for Mira’s blood, he kicked the door open.

70 ) His wife, immersed in happiness, was communing
with the Lord, her words oozing with nectar as it were. As
he rushed to kill her, the sword slipped off his hand and

dropped on the floor of itself. The prince stood stock still,
staring with a blank look !

71) When he had recovered himself, he dragged his wife
and a discussion arose between them.

“Who was talking to you ?”” demanded the prince.
“My beloved,” answered Mira.
“Where 1s he ?”
“Herg, right in front of me.”
“But it 1s a lifcless thing.”
“No. He is very much alive.”
“Why, then, 1s he mute 2"
“Oh prince, He certainly will speak to me.”
“I’hen make him speak again,  Here and now.”
v2 ) Thus challenged, Mira addressed Lord Krishna :
“Sweetheart, speak ! Speak Thy divine speech. Or
dost Thou not wish to speak again, my dearest ? Oh, Arya !
Just see my Lord’s gentle smile. Thou wert scen but alas !
'hou hast vanished in @ moment. 1 belone to none but Thee.
Do not forsake me, oh Lord ! Wait a2 moment......Alack ! alack !
He is gone !” |
21) Once, talking with full jov, then crving with
disappointment for getting no response from her beloved Lord,
the poor girl remained trembling @ then, her consciousness to
please her Beloved as it were, went out to Him.  She dropped
down on the floor.
74)  As the husband’s sister tried to raise Mira, she was
stopped Dy some one invisible and she spoke thus :
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“Indeed! She is purity itself in a human form. She
must not be touched by a sinner like me. It was I who filled
my brother’s ears with the deadly poison of wicked words.”

The prince, seeing his sister thus repenting, dis-
appeared from there.

75) Who can doubt the milky whiteness of the
Himalaya, even though darkened by clouds ? Who can doubt
the dazzling light of the sun though in the grip of Ralkw? What
wonder, then, if the prince was convinced of his wife's
innocence, though she was slandered. And what wonder that
he even had a very beautiful temple built for her outside his
own residence ?

76) Hocre, in this temple, the king's daughter-in-law soon
settled herself and performed the Lord's worship without
restraint from her husband. Good people came from afar and
surrounded her during her puje and other rituals, Indeed,
goodness attracts the good as magnet a needle.

77) The perfume of the flower of her fame made all the-
directions fragrant. Hundreds of people from afar came to see
her out of interest. Amongst them, was the great Emperor
Akbar in a mendicant's guise. Accompanied by Tansen, he
mingled in the crowd.

78) Seeing the princess dazzling in her ecstatic state of
devotion, the kmperor who was the most impartial of men,
and who was free from prejudice of religions other than his
own, wished to bow at Mna's feet; but he was held back by his
friend Tansen, lest they should be recognised. Mira, in the
mean while, showered on the visitors the nectar of her songs.

( She sang as follows:)

79) “I have abandoned my mother, my father and all
other relations.,  No one but Thee, oh Guridhara, is
dear to me on earth. [ have renounced the world,
set aside all modesty and left my home. Oh
Lord! Most fortunately I have a most wondrous
vision of Thee and have been moved to tears of joy.”

80) “I have nurtured the creeper of love for Thee with
strcams of tears after my meditation of Thee. Eternal
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Protector art Thou of mine, oh Lord. Thy name is
ever in my heart. This Thy servant maid, consecra-
ting her body and soul to Thee! stands before Thee.

What do I care for slander and false prattle so long
as I am thinking of Thy name.”

81) At the end of the song, this Ratan Singh’s daughter
sprang up quickly, then losing herself in an ecstacy, she per-
formed the wonderful lasya dance. The spectators, watching
her long, remained spell-bound. The function of their senses
seemed as it were concentrated only in their eyes.

82) Again, around Mira’s head was seen for a long time
a halo of divine light emerging from the image of Lord Krishna.
The inner shrine of the temple was filled with heavenly per-
fume. Presently, she plunged into an ocean of ecstacy along
with a few others who fell down in a swoon.

83) As he saw her, who was one of the greatest of devo-
tees, awaking from her trance with a bright and peaceful
cxpression, the moghul IXmperor was wonderstruck ; he sprang
up quickly and although his friend Tansen tried to stop him,
the Emperor approached her with folded hands. Then, offering
her a pearl necklace, he said:

““l.ady, please, accept this.”
S1) Secing the precious necklace, the princess said :
“Oh worshipful sir!  What g¢ood is this to me?”
“I know, Lady, vour wealth 1s {upas.” ( penance)
“Thercfore, this is offered to God in all faith,” said
Akbar. Thus addressed, she took the offering with great
respect in both hands and placed it round the neck of Lord
Krishna. And thus, the necklace too became blessed.
85) 'The prince, hearing the news of the moghul's visit,
was extremely agitated and said :
«This most impudent man touched her feet. Kiel
And he gave also to that woman a .neoklacel Before our very
eyes he has sullied the greatness of our clan,”
86) Such were the words of the prince who was seething
with -anger, and cmitting sparks of fire as it were, to kindle
the tury OI?thc Kshatriyas,
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“Alas, alas ! what an insult to the entire race! On the
pretext of giving an offering to God, that this beast of a man
should dare touch the feet of a Kshatriya woman! We are dead
though living, that this fellow should have gone back to his
country unpunished. Fie on the Kshatriyas by whom the
enemy was seen in our temple and yet was not struck down.”

87) After this thundering speech, he returned to his wife
when words passed between them as follows :

“Alack, vou are the destroyer of our race!”

“Master, what Lave I done?”

“You are now a fallen woman.”

“How is that, prince?”

“By speaking with a nlechcha.”

“But he is a pious man.”

“What! Are vou praising the rogue?”

“Can a devotee of God be a rogue?”

88) “He has stained our family todav.”

“Stained! \What causes the so-called stain?” -

““He has touched vour body.”

“All living beings are equal in the eves of God.”

“This necklace clearly betrays youf sin,”

“Whence this delusion, sire?”

“Away! You wretch! Go and throw yourself into

the river and perish! Get out of my sig;fht."

89) In order to follow his command to the letter as it
were, she started towards the bank of the river. As she went
along, she sang a hymn composed by herself, It was full of
ambrosial sweetness. She said to herself:

“At last I am freed from the fetters of wordly life and

will now melt away with the All-pervading Spirit.”
With such conviction, she went on crying :
“Oh Govinda, Govinda! Take me away.”

9o) She arrived at the bank of the deep river deter-
mined. There she stood motionless. Her mind was concen-
trated on the Lord as though she were Gouri herself, medita-
ting on S’iva. LEven the elements stared at her, wondering
what it all meant. The river stretched forth her wavy arms,
wanting to drag her in as it were,
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91) Just then, was heard aloud from the temple of Lord
Krishna, the harmonious sound of bells, conches, drums and
other instruments, proclaiming the hour of the evening puja
Although reminded about her daily ritual, she yearned only

for her final bliss in the water, She leapt but was at once
held back by someone invisible.

CANTO I1

1) Then, was heard in a clear tone a divine speech
familiar to her:

“Child!  Your pilgrimage with your human husband
it over. Remember thou wert my beloved in thy previous
birth. Therefore, scarch the kingdom which was adorned
by the beautitul groves of Virvnduvana. I am accessible to thee.
Go there!”’

2) Hearing this speech, laden with ambrosia, Mira
started at once towards Vrundavana, On the way which was
difficult with its burning sand, she sang sweetly as follows:
“Oh Guridhgra!  There is none besides Thee. Thou hast real
love for me. Remover of my ills, my captivator, my wealth.”

3) OShe bore the unbearable fatigue; as her beautiful
silhouette was seen appearing into the villages draped 1n
safiron garments and carrving a tattered bag, the young
women of noble character washed her feet; good men gave her
milk and fruit; while children and babies sat on her knees
joylully. -

4) Mira intent only on the search of Lord Krishna,
shook off the faticue of the road by singing His praises. She
was received with great respect as she wandered from one
village to another on foot. Her ecagerness to reach her
destination growing more and more, she finally reached
the delightful Vrinduvaau.

5) Seeing her in the [orest wlfich was once as beautiful
as the Nandwnavane. the children rolled at her feet with
genuine filial affection; the cowboys overcome with the
memory of her having been their playmate ol previous birth
stood ready to play with her; while the women said, “She is
that veritable Radha ™ and hid themselves shyly at once.

3
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6) This yogime Mira who possessed a pure body as
bright and beautiful as the autumnal moon and who nurtured
a mind refulgent with a multitude of extraordinary virtues,
inspired confidence in the people by her pleasing personality;
and by her tactful speech and actions, she received from them
adoration worthy of a sage.

7) She accepted honour [rom everyone, continued her
deep meditation all night and surrounded by a crowd of
people, she was lost in sumadhe.  In the morning when she was
happier and more refulgent she found the marvellous memory
of her previous life coming to her from the ocean of her yoya,
as Vishnu did Lakshmi cmerging from the occan when it was
churned.

§) “In my previous lite I was truly Radha, the
beloved of Yadupati,” she decided to herselt and looked round
Vreindorona, wandering cagerly from one place to another.
Each spot was tamiliar to her although it had been completely
transtormed; her mind overflowed with a {lood ol memorics as
the occan with a flood of waves.

o) She said to herselt: “Here, indeed, was myv beautiful
lovegrove. It contained flowers ol exquisite perfume and was
shady and cool mside. Here was T formerly brought bv my
lover on some sweet pretext.  And here, as he caressed me
with his lotus-like hands, I trembled with a thrill in every part
of mv bodv,

10) “That was the first time I had left my father’s house,
and therctore, did not know about love.  Sceing myv face bent
down, my beloved whispered my name in my cars; he tickled
softly my slightly similing face with the tender stalk of a lotus;
then, as he saw o thrill at the corner of my cyes, he suddenly
kissed my cheek.”

11)  Rememberimg all this) she wandered here and there
and civing vent to Al what she remembered, she said to hersell
agam: “Here, was ouwr sporting grove just like that of Indra’s
garden; mside it was my beautiful chamber of which Cupid
would have been proud; although naive and  awkward,
I became his bride here and was blessed.
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12) “Once I went with him to a lovely lake. He was
fond of sport. There, some Gopis eager to drink my Beloved
with their eyes, were conquered even by His slight smile.
Being a slave to his love, I could not bear to see this and
suddenly losing interest in cverything, went away from the
lake.

13) “My heart crushed by the weight of intense jealousy
and myself, wounded like a deer by an arrow, I cast off all

my clothes and jewclery, and lay on the floor of my bower.
Meanwhile my Sweetheart came in softly and caressed my
body. It was at once smothered with sweat as though it
were sprinkled with the ambrosia of his delightful touch.”

14) Then, proceeding a little further she said again:
“Here, was once a beautiful pasture land where, under our
shelter a herd of deer flourished on its sward. Once, while
we were both seated on the outskirts of the grove, which was
bathed in moonlight, we heard a pitcous cry.

15) Immediately, going there with my husband, I saw
my little pet decer crushed under a branch of a tree which had
fallen off. T'he little one was about to die. Its mother with
tearful eves, was embracing closely his soft and beautiful body
as if to rescue him from the clutches of death.”

16)  “As she saw me, the mother decer smote the vitals of
my heart by her pathetic ery and also my hope for the little
one’s life. My Lord saw tears in my eves and said : Don't
cry, darling.  Everything depends on Destiny.  Death is
certain to ceveryone who 1s born.” Thus, she cherished a
host of memories of her previous hite with a composed mind.
Thev made her solely devoted to Lord Krishna and  her faith
in Him g¢rew  hundredfold. The lustre of the full moon
wanes as she gets into the Noishna-Palsha, the dark half of
the moon but Mira’s pure blaze of fame heightened itself by
her resorting to Arishna- Pal<ha, refuge in Krishna,

18) That lustre of hers drew people to her by hundreds
as magnet a needle. A certain humble mendicant approached
her one day and bowing to her, said : “Blessed lady ! Give me
something that will bring me happiness.”
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“Sir, what should 1 give you ?” she answered.
“Give me my long cherished desire.”
“Oh fortunate one, ask me for it.”

19) Hearing her assuring words, the young man threw
away his disguise and revealing his real sell stood before her
with folded hands. She recognised him as her earthly husband,
and fell at his feet as Ganga did at Vishnu's. Then, he said :
“Lady! Come with me,” and hearing these words, she did as
he wished.

20) The beautiful city of Chitor, which since Mira’s
departure had been broken hearted and gloomy, and which
with all the traces of prosperity destroyed, had long remained
miserable, now looked bright and happy. Decked with aus-
picious marks, she shone out in all her splendour again,

21 ) In the temple of God the sound of triumphant bells
which had been silent so long, the whole lot of wveemas and
flutes which had not sounded, the tinkle of anklets and bangles
which had remained mute, now suddenly became garrulous as
it were, like children before their mother,

22 ) Having regained her great independence from her
nobleminded husband she duly performed her austerities
without interruption. ‘This continued until the thread of her
earthly husband’s life snapped by the will of Destiny. DBut her
swublagya, wifely fortune, remained unaffected by virtue of her
constant company with her Divine Consort.

3) Then, by adverse blow of Destiny vanished her noble
husband and with him all the respect and consideration shown
to her by his relations. KEven during her husband’s lifetime, his
brother who was solely dependent on him disliked her, then

what wonder if such a relation tortured her now in hel
bere'wed state ? |

24) After attaining the position of a ruler, Mira’s brother-
in-law, wishing to kill her, arranged all sorts of wicked and
sinful plots unheard of before. But whatever he plotted with
a sinister motive only turned out for her good. And fearlessly
she continued to sing of the graciousness of the Merciful Lord.
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25) She sang as follows: “My brother-in-law presented.
me with a pretty bowl containing syrup which was nothing but
poison. I drank it after a purifying ablution. And behold ! it
turned out to be nectar! At another time he sent me a casket
containing a deadly snake but when I opened it after my

meditation, lo and behold ! It displayed a golden image of the
Lord !

26 ) “Once he sent me a bed which was full of nails but
was lovely from outside ; at night as I lay on it, I found it as
soft as a bed of flowers ! Thus, my mind set on Lord Krishna
alone, I find my body protected by Him. And singing of Him,

behold, I see none but my ILord and His Divine Glory
everywhere.

27 ) Though maltreated mn this manner, she bore every-
thing with patience and remained happy. Her monstrous
brother-in-law planned to suspend her usual puja altogether.
And not knowing what to do she wished to seek advice of a
wise man and wrote a letter to the revered Tulsidas 'md
sent it on to him. It ran as follows:

28) ‘I chose Lord Krishna from my very birth as my sole
companion. My heart enslaved by the sweet tic of His love I
sing for ever about His Glory. I am now like a bird whose
wings clipped by a hawk of a relation, has lost its power
to fly. Oh, great sage, tell me what I should do for indeed
in the words of the wise resides glory.”

29) The wise man fully understood Mira’s plight and
advised her thus:

“Shun all atheists as Pralhad spurned his father
(who was an atheist), as Bali denounced his family priest
(who wanted Bali to give up Vishnu and worship S'iva ), as the
Gopis left their husbands (out of devotion for Lord Krishna),
as Bharata abandoned his mother Kaikﬁi (on account of her
wickedness to Rama ), and as Vibhishana renounced his elder
brother Ravana (because the latter was immeoral).

30) “Take the exemplary conduct of all these as your
ideal. Be in close relationship with the Lord. What use are
mean relations who are merely one’s enemies? What good is
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an ointment il it brings on blindness to one's eyes? What is
the use of saying any more? Decide on what befits place and
time,”

31) After getting this advice from the most revered
Tulsidas, she decided to renounce her relations and go back
to her abode in Vrindavina, where formerly she had recovered
the most wonderful memories of her activities in her previous
life, and where alone she had devoted herself entirely with
ease to the worship of Lord Krishna.

32) Where, indeed, is royal splendour and where the
fatigue of the road? Where, indeed, are the comforts of
a mansion and where the hardships in a forest? Where,
indeed, is good food in a golden plate and where the alms
dropped into a begging bag? Where, indeed, is a bed of swan
feathers in a palace, and where a stony bed by the roadside?
Indeed, to one who is determind, mountains of hardships are
mere straws. |

33) Like the coveted splendour of monsoon after a long
drought, shereturned after a long time to Vrindavana, spreading
happiness as rain does with earthy perfume; removing distress
as the rain the heat; displaying her holy light of knowledge and
dispelling the gloom of ignorance as the monsoon displays
flashes of lightening and dispells the darkness of the earth.

34) Purifying all the directions by the showers of sanctity,
attracting crowds of people by her virtues as fragrance attracts
hosts of bees, she showed to them by her own example that by
penance a person, whether rich or poor, a wise man or a
dullard, a man or a woman, can tide over most insurmounta-

ble difficulties.

35) The penance of this pure woman was difterent from
that of other people. She did not resort to torturing or atro-
phying her body uselé§sly. Neither did she sleep on a thorny,
bed, nor expose herself to hunger, thirst or vigils. Neither did
she take to bark clothes nor to a vow of silence.

36) Yearning to gain Lord Krishna's favour, she became
more and more absorbed in silent meditation and singing
continuously his glory. Then, suddenly one day, she had the
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vision of the Lord for a moment. As the Divine Vision
vanished, tears streamed down her beautiful face which had now
become pale and pinched.

37) Her face bathed with tears of joy, bloomed forth
again like a lotus bathed with dew. As the sun of hope arose
from the mountain of memories of her previous life she again
plunged deeper into the ocean of meditation. And, communing
with the Lord, she floated on the great waves of eternal waves
and thus, enjoyed the joy of a swing.

38) Singing about the most marvellous gl.ory of the
boundless love of the All-Merciful Lord, she depicted on the

drawing board of her earthly life varied pictures ol her wonder-
tul experience. She painted on the canvas of her own existence
pictures that served as models to others and wreathed many
garlands of song, fragrant and thrilling.

39) Wishing more and more to nurture the creeper of
Divine Love by numerous mecans, she always sprinkled it
carefully with streams of concentrated meditation and plucked
all the destructive weeds of doubt. Thus, as a guardian angel
of the garden of mind, she made that creeper of Love grow

Into exhuberance.
40) “Whose love must be won?"” asked her disciples,
“The Lord’s,” said she, “and not of women, of kings
and of others.”
“Oh lady, how 1s that to be attained by man?”
“By devotion and not by flattering words.”
“How is that devotion to be obtained?”
“With one’s mind centred solely on Him and not by
thinking of worldly interests.”
Thus, she taught a host of her followers the means of
rcalising the Eternal Truth. She continued :
41) “If the greatness of the Glory of the Lord be realised,
the whole universe would seem like an atom; before the

exquisite beauty of His eyes, the pride of the lotus would
vanish ; before His refulgence, to talk of the sun’s brilliance
would be mere folly; before 4he ever-lasting Bliss of His



( 24)

Presence, the delight of the moon would sink into nothing,

although the latter bears the same name as the Lord, namely,
Vidhuw,

42) Thus, her mind overflowd with reverence of the
Lord’s greatness ; and then, being unable to sing His praises

any more she would shed a torrent of tears of incomparable
Bliss.

In this mood she seemed to proclaim aloud that
unflinching faith and devotion must bear fruit quickly, also,
that in this age of Akali, useless are other methods that give
great tortures.

43) Now she had grown old. It was a Holy day of
festive illumination. The whole of Viindevans had been
decorated with masses of lovely flower garlands of heavenly
perfume. Mira was at her puje. The greatest devotees
surrounded her. At the end of her prayers, came in due
course, the sacred hour which she had looked forward to since
her birth and which she deserved by meritorious deeds.

44 ) And as she was dancing in that sacred place which
surpassed the splendour of swarga, Gandharwas descended [rom
Heaven to accompany her on their weemas. Her complexion
looking unusually fair with a halo around her head, she looked
dazzling with a lotus in her hand,

Then! Lo! In thc midst of her dance she left the
surface of the earth and vanished into the sky and became
one with Lord Krishna.






