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INTRODUCTION.

It is the duty of every man on this Earth'to
endeavour to seek Liiboration. Books on Vedania, not
only expound the real form of the Liboration to ba
attained by us, but also demonstrata tha Psth to be
_ pursued for the purpose. The Great Seers of this
Punya-bhumi of ours, have revealed the sublime truths
of the Sanatana-dbarms in their preat works, the’
%tihasss, Paranas and other sacred lore, with a view to
regenerate the dnll-witted, who cannot comprehend the
, System of Vedanta, and to enthuse towards fartbher effort
those who lhave partially understood the same. Those
worhs claborately dwell on the lines of richteous conduct
which man should pursue in his sceking after Diibaration,
the {ruits of compliance with tha prescribed rules and
the risks involved in breaches theroof. The chief aim
of the writers of those works is, that their readsrs
should follow the good example set by the characlers
delineated therein. Their major characters, viz., the
heros and heroines, are either Isvara Himself or those
that partake of some of the essenfial features of Isvara,
whila the minor characters have their distinet purpose
to serve in the unfolding of the plot. .Readers of these
great works would find, that they can at best hold aloft
these heros and heroines as ideals to be fﬂllnwed,rand ,
not by any means $ry to imitate their example to the
very letter or even make a near approach to them in
certain rospects.” For instance, the incident of Lord
Krishon, who ig represented in the Srimad Bhagavata
as having raised aloft Mount Govardhana on his liftle
finger, to Berve a8 shelter for his devotees during a
stormn, not only evokes the wute’ admiration of. his
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devotees for all time, but also serves to enhance the
Bliss derived by them from their trua devotion to the
Lord, Similarly the ordesls of King Haria.chandis,
Jeading to the miserable plight of his keeping watch

. OV0r oorpses mounted on funeral piles and the constancy
of Emperor 81bi, who did not twines, ,when he ent off
alice after slica of his flesh to equipoise the dova in sthe

. :obher pan of the seals, fill tha reader with - profound
scntiment of marvel and awe and cannot be ltorally
capied by him in his daily conduct, Hence the study

- of these great works serves only to show the, degres of
ﬂispar_ity between things diving and human.

« Wa olso meet with..ancther olass of literature
.,inspired by;the-same lofty motives, whereinithe purely
devotional element prepapderates and we are iunr?ﬂuned "

1. to charpctors mora human and less ' divigs, €BURING us
. t0 braathe mare {reely and find ourselves thoroughlyat
. home. , These relato to tha life-slories of great dﬂ‘i’ﬂtﬂﬁﬂ,
. who lived the lives of mortals, wers subjeet to the syme
infiemities and temptations, but grew to a higher statura
by leading a lifo of true devotion to ‘the Supreme RBaing,
hungering and thirsting alter a nobler life in this world
and the world hersaftars 'deveid of all attachment, 2ad
enjoyed tha sercue Bliss divine, while remaining.in- this
world, ~These great men verily serve as beacon-lights,
showing ua the right path and dispelling the r darkness,
internsl as well as external, that bampers us .jn our
onword march. DMost of theso stories aro apparently
 baged onitradition and should not be deprecated on that
. account, 5o long ¢ they serve ‘the purpose (or which
. they wero intended by their aumthore, My huymble
~conviction ig, that the poin! of satiety can . nover be
" " 4 by the pablieation of any numbor of snel works.
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No apology will, therefore, be needed for this
ventnre of mine, in adding one more to the list of such
works, In my search for a snitable theme, I fe{t, T was
roagnetically drawn to the life of Sri Tyaga-raja,:who
was.born and bred in the Chola country. of . ours.and
after fulfilling his divine mission of expounding -the
greatnoss of~Music and of reaching: godhead, through
devotion to the Nada-brahman—-which iz after_all an
aspect of the Para-brahman—attained his Samadhi
after renunciation, in the holy Panchanada-kshelra on
the banks of the sacred Kaveri. Most of his sonle
stirring strains, are in glorification of the Hboro of
Valmiki's immortal epie, Sri Rama, whose name Sri
Tyaga-rajs has treated as the Taraka-mantra, wherewith
to cross the ocean of worldly existence. Thag tradition
ot his being looked npon as a modern inearnation of that

super-human bard, Sri Valmiki, has sarely Aprung out
of the rhapsodies of his Kritis, We are fﬂrtunatﬂly

circumstanced in haviag in ocor midst some s diseiples-of
the disciples of the great ome and  saveral of the
incidents narrated in tha sbory have been eulled from
those sources. Thanks to the endeavours of lovars of
Musie, hundreds of Sij Traga-rajs's immortal Kritig
have been reclaimed for posterity and are réminding us
every day of their great author, whoga life st‘nry I have
ventured to present in Samskyit verse, to his country-
men .a.nd to the world at large. T have alitempted
thersin to portray, to the best of my lights, tha lassons
that we learn from the Jjfs of Sri Tyaga-raja, '

the lifa of & trya devotes, tha exceilence of Bh
the true markg of a Bhak
of a saintly Jifo,

aktf—yngu,
ta and ofhep siriking fentupeq
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FOREWORD.

It 1s always an honour and a privilege to be asso-
ciztod with a man of ecourage and I cannot conceive
of a more courageous man than onc who loves Samskrit
and can think in Samskrit and dares fo add to Samskrit
literature. It is & mecasure of boldness to love Samskrit ;
it is nudacity to think in it; and it 15 foolhardiness to
write n1t. 1 have myself been foolhardy that way
ahd I know that Samskrit authors are exposed to cross
fires. Oune set of sharpshooters asks 1f we have nothiog
better to do, and noother asks how we dare write at all,
after having Valmiki and Vyasa and Sankara and
Kali-dasa and Bana. DBat faint heart nover won fair
lady, nor the fairer lady—the Muse of Poesy.

Mr Sundarssa Sarma belongs to that rare thin
group that has the poetic heart and 1s more avid about
the afllatus than abount the laurel. This work 1s his
first appearance before the public and must be iudged
with {uirness—nay, even with lenicncy. Buf even if he
is judged critically and even harshly, he will come out
weil. He belongs to the modest group which says that
gold is tested by fire, and not to the self-conscrous
group which says that the Goddess of Spoech is at its
8hrvice,

He has a lofty and lovely theme ard that itself
is rare good luck. He loves his theme and that ia
better luck, He has o facile pen and his numbers flow

' with easc and graco and that it best luck of all, I am
' quite awaro that in & great poem there must be 4 multi-
plicity of metres and a rich repast of rasa-s and that the

grander phenomena of sky and the sea and enrth shoyld
‘rbﬁ des_crtbed‘ and thit the author of this wark i Liniied
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by his themo and his talonts in oll these respocts.  But
within his limited range, ho has shown good work and
I feel surec that the student of Samskrit, fed on very rich
fare and somewhat fed up with the sameness of it all,
will be tempted to taste a new morsel whick is rare in
this age.

Though the hero of the poem is Tyaga-raju alias
Tyagayyar, as he is called in an abbreviated and
affectionate manner, the work is a pacan of praise of the
kero's hero—Sri Rama hmnssll. A famous Samskrt
verse says that the Ramayana poured down from’ the
Valmiki-bill and made the cntire world holy and
aotercd the occan of S Rama The author refors to
the beautiful tradition that Valmiki was born as
Tyagayyar. Itisnob much a miracle fora river to flow
down from a hill into 3 sen. But it is a miracle for
a mighty river to spring from the deltaic lowlands and
go up the whole of India and surge up the Himalajas
and go right up o Paradise, Ancther famous verse
says that when God, who is knowable by the Veda
alone, put on the lovely human form as Sri Rama, the
Veds also took form as the charmnipg Ramayans 1In
the same way, when Valmikt became Tyaga-raja, the
Veda became yet more charming and melodious poesy
became puro molody, flowing above us and about us and
around us, “in notes, with many a winding bout of
licked sweetness long drawn ont™.

The author refors to tho illustrious band of devotces
of Sri Rama:i—

ATEFIS] QAZEEgFRa: gEG 1

qavzadl 99 T F0RY ANGSE: |

QUAETSY qreHtie: GAISA MRz |
GIZIFRUS T THFAT TET N (1, 36 and 10) |
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He then bursts o charming anthem about, Sei Rima
himself s —

97 ITITTHT TFEE T |
UEEIAINIERA T REORLAT |

’ﬁi‘ﬂg ‘EW§W gARq @i ¢

frizrrard gt i g o
qws{jﬁmﬂufmuﬁmm t

FEHI ¢ TS YRAATYIAR: |

TR T BRI Fozaragai < |

YYT YRIAE FNYFEFS YEY N

qtarsaad] e TRt ay |

IFT TR qYyr aINFIwIT 1)

e Eﬁﬁﬂ:ﬁ Tl T I |

ST INggEn gurgisqmaE |

JATHE Grear Qe TERETTEEAT |

FATLAETHT AN FTFaT 85T 0 (1, 53 g0 58).
The words of Sri Rama are even mors charming :—
AT & WY ARFTG QT T qreg |

qqF qrorer geuTiv faqigr g o
fageafagisi wrdfimrgatseaey |
NHA-TENTIAE T TR T 0f gt 0 (I, 15, 77)

Then follows a fine description of the present Kali
e from Narads's month —

Tl T arIRFTaR: TRy |
ASAN FEATCAA RATEH T 0 (11, 30)
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Then comes n command from Sri Rama to Valmik
to be born 85 Tyaga-rajs and to flood the world with the
peetar of somg.  Valmiki then goes fo Ganga anc
Godavari and oventually to Cauveri nnd prays to he
that he might ba born and bred up as ber child :—

¥3ge AT Feeqr aggraaia: |
AATR TE7990 AFFEISTARTH 1 (IV, 30)

Such is thoe gold robe of poesy thrown by the post
abont the humdrum frame of fact. But the inner
blossoming of Thyaga-raja’s genius is more wonderfol
and attractive than any magic flower of poesy. Tyap-
ayyar had nooe of the patty ambitions or achisvements
of the wordly gonls, He waz poor in his earthly
possessions, but was rich in the Inve of his noble wilc
Kamalambal and rich beyond deseiiption in the love of
the chosen deity of his heart, [ bave stood in ihe
humble honse where he lived aud worshipped Sri Batoa
with tho fading flowers of daily adoration and the
fadeless flows of daily song. 'Tho poet *' lidden m the
light of thought,” sang “hymns unbidden, taill the
world was wrongbt to sympathy with hopes ard fears
it heeded not ”. The author deseribes the singer-snint's
lilo thns :—

IRy el T TET GEAEA !

AJTAET UMY ARG WA o q°
giaaaRey aritagdy |

o g [Afwan & dagsar d9g: 0 v, 51, 50

I have seen the vory painting and the very image
of Sri Rawa which claimed and got the uﬁermn of the

Iuveheqt flowers of the ipveliest art of ,th, sonld
Happy was Tyaga-rajy to have devotion te sych a deity

__..-t.-
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and happy are we to have devotion to such & devotee
of such a dsity | ;

As the author charmingly describes:—
ST qOAE W I g3y A
FEYIZYTAT Awarafago: |
FTOYIT & A TAEAT Y w3
ST BYET WY THR UL Y |
+ 0 e
=t T 239 T [TET T (1V, 10 to 12.)
T do nob think that it is fair for the wrnter of n
Foreword torun a race with the nuthor in dealing
with the hero of the work or to run a race with the
reader in reading and ravealing the heart cf the poet.

I therofore leavs the readsr face to face with the anthor
and his work and wish good luck and God-speed to both,

Kumbakonsam, }
1st October, 1937.§ K. B, RAMASYWAMI SASTRL.
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