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PREFACE

Tre Silparatpa 15 divideéd mto two patts — the fist
part congisting of 46 chaptai~ deals with the constraction of
houses, viilizes and othir dbed <ubjcets whi'c the <econd
put contains 35 chapters wid troity of wonogrinhy  wd
kmmdicd topies The Tuirmge amploved n the walk 15
nerther clegint vor fiultless buv the tie wment of the ~ubjects
18 thorough and «y-temiitic  This 1~ v rare work on Indiw
art, and no sumihw work his <o du hear publahbid iny

w here elae

Two palmi-lerf nimuseripts of thir wotk on MJavdanm
characters, oue Drom the Palwe Tibray wnd the other from
the Man Jikkary M dthom in Sooth Trw meore, wore e btuned
Both of them bang full of o T scuchod for anotha
mpanusciipt that nmicht prove nsefal for contecting the toxt
but could not, for 1 lone time  tind out o The nail\ble
manuscripts were howevel exammned for the Pices ind abo
taken up for prnting with the hope that the edrtion  thoush
based on mcotlect minuscltpt~, mreht 1 a Wy romove the
want of maternils now fult by the <tadonis of indian arts

When the st put wos fully prmted Mr Pay une-va
ran Namburpd of Kuvuppivyiaa, belonging to hunninku-
lam m Cocdin Stite, wmooxpeat o the wmewat Silpd
chanced to <ce mce wd miormed me thit he had i s poss-
ession a hetter copy of the Nlpwuatar He coudd not, how-
ever, comnply with my request ton v lomobt his mmusanpt
but was kind enoneh to compre us copy with the printed
formes and -end me the yuient wulmes  Unfortunately
gven before the vollition was hintshed, Ikath «<natched him
away and hi» dicopl Mo B Swhare Varyar completcd the
work lefr nnfini~hcd by s towehs [ b~ the v iraont~ from
the Kanuppayyor mnascrrpt  desenued a7 weie obound
Later on another manuserpt of the fit £ put was procured
from the Raju of Chitikkal, Norih Malabar, and the re wdings
of this manuscript marked & were F o tiken  Ail the v
snts of the manusciiots 7 and o vwe wdded as an ppondex
ko the first part now issucd An edifion of the sciand part
based on all available manusaipts will be published lcfaore

long
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The Sidparatna was compiled from ancent Silpa and
Agama works by Srikumara of Kerala, well versed 1n Silpa
Vidy 4, as 1s evident from the following verse —

Y T 9 feserewy T v T AR
T F R OIT RO ST TSI ST, |
AR SN R RATIISTRG sy qEtney

qfstg Ry afsfagRyar s qEso |
(Silpartna chapter I Sloka 6)

The king Dé\ inarayana 1eferred ton the ahuve verse 14
sald to have ruled over 1 teraitory with his eapital at Amba-
lappuzha now within the State of Tiivincore He wasa
great patron of learning ind entertuned n his court the
famous Narayana Bhatta, 4 great poet wd Vaiy akarana and
anthor of Prakriyasarvasva, NarayanIs. and many other
works, and 13 known to have flomished 1 the litter part of
the 1€th century A D It 1s therctore certain that the
author of the Sipiratna a protegee of hiyy also Ined

the same period

Trivandrum, 1 .
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