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PREFACE.

.

TaE learned of the old school of India are of opinion that
the knowledge of Sanscrit is day by day deteriorating with-
out a parallel ; but the author of this work sees no ground to
heed it and considers the present, on the contrary, to be an
age destined for a speedy revival of Sanscrit literaturs.
It has under the present regime much brighter prospects
than before. Its claims in al]l the Indian Universities have
been authoritatively admitted. Its diffusion will have soon
to cross its long destined undue bounds, and thus it will be
more general than before. Although it needs be admitted
that men versed in particular branches of Sanscrit learning
will not be so often met with as before, yet the general
acquaintance of the language will undoubtedly be more
common and the Oriental method of learning that language
will shortly be succeeded by the more improved Western one.

No want under the present circumstances is felt more
keenly by the student who learns the Sanscrit language
according to the Western method adopted at present in
Colleges and Schools than that of a Dictionary which gives
the meanings of the Sanscrit words in English or Maréthi.
The publications of this kind are exceedingly few and costly
and even copies of these are hardly obtainable. The student

who studies Sanscrit according to the ancient method will
not feel this want or the want of any book of reference very
much, since in the beginning of his studies he is compelled
to learn at least one perhaps more koshas or strings of
synonyms by heart. In the same manner he has to master
subsequently all the works with which he has to deal. In
fact if he attains any great degree of proficiency he must
become a living library and of what use is to such a man a
book of reference ? It is different with the pupil who in
conform ity with the European method has to read book®
such as the Hitopadesh, the Kdvyas and the Nétakas after
having obtained a superficial acquaintance with the rudi-

ments of grammar. Step by step, lesson by lesson, he has to
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acquire knowledge of nouns, of verbal roots &c. and to
penetrate the luxurious growth of verbal forms. He is
constantly driven to seek for help from books of reference
whether grammars or dictionaries until the whole of the
words, roots and grammatical forms have been impressed
upon his mind.

With a view to provide somewhat for this want the
author presents to the public the subjoined Sanscrit and
Mahéréstra Dhatu-kosh and a Prasiddha Sanscrit Dhatu-kosh
with an appendix. This is in other words a dictionary of
Sanscrit roots which amount to about 2500 in all and form
a8 their name signifies the ground-work of that language.

VISHNU PARASHURAM SHASTRI

PANDIT.
Bombay, 21st September 1865.



INTRODUCTION.

No task is more difficult and troublesome than to lay
hand upon a certain root even when its entire form is
known, in particular sections called ganas or conjugations,
while in this work all the roots that are similar in form are
seen at once one after another on account of the alphabetical
order which is peculiarly suited for this purpose. In
addition to this advantage this dictionary presents at once
most easily and conveniently to the view of the student
roots in the most regular order with their respectlve adjunctss
conjugations, meanings and derivatives.

In order to make the work equally serviceable in all
countries wherever the Sanscrit language is zealously culti-
vated the meaning of roots is given in Sanscrit as well as in
Marathi, the latter being for the special convenience of the
inhabitants of this part of India.

The arrangement adopted in writing roots is as follows :—

1st.—The roots deprived of their indicatory letter or
letters are printed in large type.

2ndly.—The indicatory letter or letters are shown in
parenthesis. Among these indicators some vowels are
printed with a horizontal line below or perpendicular one
above to show that they are respectively anudatta or swarita,
whilest a vowel without a line must be understood to be
udatta. The adjunct udatta 37 chiefly serves the purpose of
an easy pronunciation and of counteracting the doubt to
which the rules of sandki or permutation lead.

3rdly.—The number added shows the cla.ss or conjugation
of the root.

4thly.—The letters q, 3], or I, show that the root is
respectively parasmaipads, dtmanepadi or ubhayapadr, <. e.
to be inflected in both voices.

5thly.—Next follow the meaning or meanings of the root
in sanserit.

6thly.—The same in Mardthi with numbers of different
meanings,
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Iastly one two or more examples of the present tense, the
third orin the language of the Sanscrit grammarians the firsy
person singular of the vérb and one or two examples of
kridant or verbal derivatives if any words of note are derived
from the root.

The rodts that are most commonly met with are at the
suggestion of Dr. G. Biibler, given separately in a portion
styled the * Prasiddha Sanserit Dhétu-Kosh,” generally with
their numbers of conjugations and five examples. Viz.

I.—Present tense 1st Persoa singular number.
IL—First Past tense or redupli-

cated perfect Do. Do. Deo.
III.—First Future Do. Do. Do.
1V.—Second Future Do. Do. Do.

V.—Third Past tense or aorist Do, Do. Do.

Examples of dual and plural and of other persons than
the first are given where they are not formed ‘according to
the general rules. Also examples of past participles and
the gemnd dre given on similar occasions. Roots in this
portion can easily be identified in the general dictionary
either from the numbers of conjugations or from the exam-
ple of the present tense, first person, singular. '

To enable the student to understand the most complex
ma.chmary of conjugations &c. extensive and elaborate
tables of compound roots, Sautra roots, affixes, different
con]ugatlons &c. &c. have been appended at the end of the
work Also some of the principal changes which affect the
forms of verbs in different tenses and moods with the rules
which regulate those changes, have briefly been noticed
in the appendix.

The works chiefly consulted in the preparation of this work
are BhattOJl Dixit's Siddhant Kaumudi, H. H. Wilson’s
Dictionary snd N. L. Westergaard’s Radsces Linguce Sanserit.
In conclusion the author begs to tender his hearty thanks to
Dr. G. Biihler for his kind suggestions and assistance received
in the prepation of this work.

V. P. 8. P.
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